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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see remarks, filed October 30, 2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 4-6 under Haverinen and Immonen have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Henry. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Independent claim 4 as well as dependent claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Protocol 802.1 1 i is indefinite. Protocols change with time, new changes, releases 
or versions change the scope of the invention in claims, which it is inappropriate. In 
addition, it the standard/protocol changes over time, the claims might not longer be 
supported by the disclosure. Thus, it is necessary to include in the claims the specific 
release or version to which it refers. 

Regarding protocol 802.1 1x, the, specifications do not describes what the term x 
means at the end of 802.1 1, therefore, it is indefinite. For purposes of examination, the 
examiner will consider x as variants offle protocol. E.g., 801.11a, 801.11b, etc.. 

The examiner is not sure as to what the applicant means by a "802.1 1i wireless 
station", the 802.1 1 i is a "security mechanisms for wireless networks. For purpose of 
examination, 802.1 11 is considered as a device in a WLAN. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

4. Claims 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Henry (Henry et al.; Pub. No.: US 2003/0,172,144 A1) in view of Immonen (Immonen et 
al.; US Patent No.: 7,010,305 B2). 

Regarding claim 4, Henry teaches of wireless access point (AP) operative to 
perform authentication for both legacy 802.1 1x and 802.1 1i wireless stations (paragraph 
7), where: if an 802.1 1 i wireless station is encountered by the AP, filtering is performed 
until a 802. 1 1 i association and authentication is completed (paragraphs 36-37 and 48). 

Henry does not specifically teach where if a legacy 802.1 1x wireless station is 
encountered by the AP, allowing the wipless station to initiate a login procedure with a 
Public Access Control gateway (PAC)f and where if the 802.1 1x wireless station is not 
authenticated by the PAC, filter all messages from the wireless station. 

In related art concerning a methcra for assigning values of service attributes to 

' ft . 

transmissions, radio access networks and network elements, Immonen teaches where if 



a legacy 802.1 1x wireless station is enipuntered by the AP, allowing the wireless 

t 

station to initiate a login procedure with*a Public Access Control gateway (PAC) 
(columns 8 and 9, lines 62-67 and 1-10, respectively; column 12, lines 12-17 and 
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column 13, line 43-46), and, if the 802.1 1x wireless station is not authenticated by the 
PAC; filter all messages from the wireless station (columns 11,12 and 13, lines 49-67, 
12-17, 36-60 and 2-8, respectively). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Henry 's access control method with Immonen's loging 
with a PAC and filtering procedures in order to maintain flow control of authorized users, 

y 

as taught by Immonen. 

Regarding claim 6, Henry and Immonen teach all the limitations according to 
claim 5. Henry further teaches where tip AP waits for a message from the PAC 

w 

indicative of successful authorization of the legacy 802.1 1x wireless station and, once 
received, allows traffic to and from thellgacy 802.1 1x wireless station without filtering 
(Paragraphs 36-37 and 48; where once^he device is authorized, authenticated, it does 
not require filtering). * 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Henry in 
view of Immonen and further in view ofHaverinen (Haverinen et al.; US Pub. No.: 
2002/0,012,433 A1). 

Regarding claim 5, Henry and Immonen teach all the limitations according to 
claim 4. 

Immonen further teaches where if a legacy 802.1 1x wireless station is 
encountered, in order to accomplish login, a PAC timer is set and traffic is forwarded by 
the AP to and from the PAC using encapsulation (column 12, lines 36-60), and 
transmitting a message from the AP to the PAC indicating that the wireless station 
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needs authentication (column 12, lines 36-60; where it is one of the protocols 

procedures). t 

* 

It would have been obvious to ^w of ordinar y ski " in tne art at tne time the 
invention was made to combine Henry "s and Immonen access control method with 
Immonen's further teachings about authentication and encapsulation in order to 
maintain control of authorized users, as taught by Immonen. 

Henry and immonen do not specifically teach of a PAC operative to transmit a 
web based login page to the legacy 802.1 1x wireless station. , 



In related art concerning authen^ation in a packet data network, teaches of a 
PAC operative to transmit a web based login page to the legacy 802.1 1x wireless 
station (paragraph 165 and 174). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Henry and Immonen's access control method with 
Haverinen's web based login page as an "access network identifier", as taught by 
Haverinen. 
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^C onclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Angelica Perez whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7885. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Monday - 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 for 
regular communications and for After Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either the PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through the Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the pair system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). Information regarding Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system can be found at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

•v 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the TC 2600's customer service number is 703-306- 
0377. 
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